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President Enarson, President Flemming, Governor G i l l i g a n , 
Senator Metzenbaum, Congressman Sam Devine, Congressman Chalmers 
Wylie, Mr. Mayor, honored graduates, members of your f a m i l y , and 
f r i e n d s , and guests: 
I t i s a very great p r i v i l e g e and exceedingly high honor to 
p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h i s wonderful graduation ceremony. And at the 
outset, may I congratulate each and every one of the graduates. 
But i f I might add, I th i n k appropriate c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s to 
the members of your family—husbands, wives, mothers, f a t h e r s , and 
others who have done so much to make i t p o s s i b l e f o r you to be 
here on t h i s wonderful occasion. 
And I t h i n k i t i s appropriate a l s o t h a t we add a s p e c i a l 
t r i b u t e to the members of the f a c u l t y who have l i k e w i s e c o n t r i b u t e d 
to t h i s very wonderful occasion. 
So much has happened i n the few months since you were so very 
k i n d to ask me to p a r t i c i p a t e on t h i s occasion. I was then Ameri-
ca's f i r s t i n s t a n t V i c e P r e s i d e n t — a n d now, America's f i r s t i n s t a n t 
P r e s i d e n t . The United States Marine Band i s so confused they don't 
know whether t o play " H a i l to the Chie f " or "You've Come a Long 
Way, Baby." (Applause) 
Obviously, i t i s a very great honor f o r me to be at Ohio 
State U n i v e r s i t y , sometimes known as the Land of the Free and 
the Home of Woody Hayes. I met Woody at the a i r p o r t . We j u s t had 
our p i c t u r e taken together and when the p i c t u r e appears i n today's 
Dispatch, I am p r e t t y sure what the c a p t i o n w i l l say: "Woody 
Hayes, and F r i e n d . " 
As many of you know, I have had a great i n t e r e s t i n f o o t b a l l 
f o r a good many years. I played center f o r the U n i v e r s i t y of Mich-
igan and I s t i l l remember my senior year back i n 1934. The Wol-
verines played Ohio i n Columbus, and we l o s t 34 to nothing. And 
to make i t even worse, we l o s t seven out of our e i g h t b a l l games, 
but what r e a l l y hurt was t h a t my teammates, a f t e r the end of the 
season, voted me the most valuable p l a y e r . (Laughter) I d i d n ' t 
know whether to smile or sue. (Laughter) But I want you to know 
that I have a great f e e l i n g of k i n s h i p w i t h t h i s graduating c l a s s . 
I understand t h a t you have a l l taken your f i n a l examinations t h i s 
week. As your new P r e s i d e n t , I f e e l l i k e I am j u s t beginning mine. 
They are tough, both at home and abroad, but we w i l l make i t . I n -
stead of d w e l l i n g on how my team l o s t here i n Columbus i n 1934, 
I would p r e f e r to advance the c l o c k to 1974 and t a l k about winning 
against the odds t h a t confront today's graduates and a l l America. 
The f i r s t of these problems i s summed up by the e d i t o r of 
your campus newspaper. She r e p o r t s t h a t the one dominant question 
i n the minds of t h i s year's graduates i s very simple: How can I 
get a job t h a t makes sense as w e l l as money? 
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Your pr o f e s s o r s t e l l you that education unlocks c r e a t i v e 
genius and imagination and that you must develop your human po-
t e n t i a l . And students have accepted t h i s . But then Catch 2 2 
enters the p i c t u r e . You spend four years i n school, graduate, 
go i n t o the job market, and are t o l d that the r u l e s have changed. 
There i s no longer a demand f o r your s p e c i a l t y - - a n o t h e r educational 
d i s c i p l i n e i s now required. 
And so one or two more years of study i n e v i t a b l y f o l l o w s and 
you again r e t u r n to the job market. Yes, what you now o f f e r i s 
s a l a b l e except t h a t competition i s very tough. To succeed you 
must acquire f u r t h e r c r e d e n t i a l s so you go back to the u n i v e r s i t y 
and u l t i m a t e l y emerge wi t h a Masters or even a Ph.D. 
And you know what happens next? You go out and look f o r a 
job and now they say you are o v e r - q u a l i f i e d . 
In one form or another, t h i s i s a Three S h e l l Game. Our 
s o c i e t y has been p l a y i n g t r i c k s w i t h our g r e a t e s t n a t u r a l energy 
source. That i s you. And t h i s has got to be stopped. 
Although t h i s A d m i n i s t r a t i o n w i l l not make promises i t cannot 
keep, I do want to pledge one t h i n g to you here and now. I w i l l 
do everything i n my power to b r i n g education and employers together 
i n a new c l i m a t e of c r e d i b i l i t y — a n atmosphere i n which u n i v e r s i t i e s 
turn out s c h o l a r s and employers turn them on. 
Ever s i n c e President Abraham L i n c o l n i n i t i t a t e d the concept 
of Land Grant c o l l e g e s , set up to b r i n g people and students c l o s e r 
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to the land, the Federal Government has been i n t e r e s t e d i n the 
p r a c t i c a l a p p l i c a t i o n of education. 
Take the example of P r o j e c t Independence. Fr a n k l y , I am not 
s a t i s f i e d w i t h the progress we are making toward energy independ-
ence by 1980. However, t h i s i s a problem that I can a p p r o p r i a t e l y 
d i s c u s s at a Labor Day weekend commencement. I t concerns both the 
academic community and our great labor o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 
I am not speaking of g a s o l i n e f o r a Labor Day t r i p to the lake 
or seashore. I am speaking of f u e l and raw m a t e r i a l s f o r our f a c -
t o r i e s which are threatened by shortages and high c o s t s . S k i l l s 
and i n t e l l e c t must harmonize so t h a t the wheels of i n d u s t r y not 
only hum but s i n g . 
I propose a great new p a r t n e r s h i p of l a b o r and educators. Why 
can't the U n i v e r s i t i e s of America open t h e i r doors wide to working 
men and women, not only as students, but as teachers. P r a c t i c a l 
problem-solvers can c o n t r i b u t e much to education, whether or not 
they hold degrees. The f a c t of the matter i s that education i s 
being s t r a n g l e d — b y degrees. 
I want to see labor open i t s ranks to researchers and problem-
s o l v e r s of the campuses whose research can give b e t t e r t o o l s and 
methods to the workman. I want to see a two-way s t r e e t speeding 
the t r a f f i c of s c i e n t i f i c developments, speeding the c r e a t i o n of 
new jobs, speeding the day of s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y i n energy and speed-
ing an era of increased production f o r America and the world. 
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What good i s t r a i n i n g i f i t i s not a p p l i e d to jobs? What 
good are f a c t o r i e s i f they are shut down? What good i s business 
and i n d u s t r y without those who solve t h e i r problems, perform t h e i r 
jobs and spend t h e i r paychecks? 
Next year, I w i l l ask Congress t o extend two laws which are 
e x p i r i n g . One provides f o r higher education, the other f o r voca-
t i o n a l education. Both are e s s e n t i a l because we need new jobs and 
we need new s k i l l s , academically as w e l l as v o c a t i o n a l l y . 
Your Government w i l l help you create a v o c a t i o n a l environment 
responsive to our needs, but the Government cannot achieve personal 
f u l f i l l m e n t f o r each of you. You, i n t h i s case, are the e s s e n t i a l 
i n g r e d i e n t . Your determination, your d e d i c a t i o n , your w i l l w i l l 
make the s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e . 
For you, the time has come to t e s t the th e o r i e s of the aca-
demic world i n the la b o r a t o r y of l i f e . As Pre s i d e n t , I i n v i t e 
students and graduates and f a c u l t i e s to c o n t r i b u t e t h e i r energies 
and t h e i r genius i n the s o l u t i o n of massive problems f a c i n g America. 
I i n v i t e your ideas and your i n i t i t a t i v e s i n f i g h t i n g i n f l a t i o n , 
i n p r o v i d i n g r e a l i s t i c education, i n making sure our free enter-
p r i s e system continues to give freedom as w e l l as e n t e r p r i s e . 
Show us how to increase p r o d u c t i v i t y . Show us how to combine 
new l i f e s t y l e s w i t h o l d r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . Show us how u n i v e r s i t i e s 
can work with i n d u s t r y and labor unions to devise a whole new com-
munity of l e a r n i n g across t h i s great land. Show us how work-study 
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programs can become a part of the ongoing educational process. 
Show us how new s k i l l s can improve technology while humanizing 
i t s use. 
A French statesman once observed that war i s much too impor-
t a n t to be l e f t to Generals. Our Nations's fu t u r e i s f a r too 
important to be l e f t only to Presidents or other o f f i c i a l s of the 
Federal Government. 
I l i k e the phrase of a former great Pr e s i d e n t , Theodore 
Roosevelt: "The Government i s us; we are the Government, you and 
I . " Oh yes, your vote and your voice are e s s e n t i a l , as e s s e n t i a l 
as mine i f each American i s to take i n d i v i d u a l r e s o n s i b i l i t y f o r 
our c o l l e c t i v e f u t u r e . 
As you move i n t o that job t h a t makes sense and money to you 
and you w i l l f i n d i t — y o u move from a p o s i t i o n of str e n g t h . With 
the war over and the d r a f t ended, your duty now to your country 
i s t o e n l i s t i n the campaigns c u r r e n t l y being waged against our 
urgent domestic t h r e a t s , e s p e c i a l l y i n f l a t i o n , which i s P u b l i c 
Enemy No. 1. 
Abroad, we are seeking new peaceful r e l a t i o n s h i p s , not only 
w i t h the Sov i e t Union and the People's Republic of China, but wit h 
a l l p e o p l e s — i n d u s t r i a l , underdeveloped n a t i o n s , every n a t i o n , i f 
we p o s s i b l y can. 
There w i l l be c o n t i n u i t y i n our f o r e i g n p o l i c y and continued 
r e a l i s m i n our se l f - d e f e n s e . 
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At home the Government must help people i n doing things they 
cannot achieve as i n d i v i d u a l s . A c c o r d i n g l y , I have asked the Sec-
r e t a r i e s of Commerce, Labor, and HEW to r e p o r t to me new ways to 
b r i n g the world of work and the i n s t i t u t i o n s of education c l o s e r 
together. For your Government as w e l l as you, the time has come 
f o r a f u s i o n of the r e a l i t i e s of a work-a-day l i f e w i t h the teach-
i n g of academic i n s t i t u t i o n s . 
As a s t a r t e r , the Department of Labor w i l l s h o r t l y announce 
a p i l o t program to improve occupational i n f o r m a t i o n f o r graduates 
and others i n making career choices. There w i l l be grants f o r State 
and l o c a l i n i t i a t i v e s to provide data on occupations a v a i l a b l e and 
to help channel the p o t e n t i a l employees i n t o p o s i t i o n s which are 
not only p e r s o n a l l y s a t i s f y i n g but f i n a n c i a l l y rewarding. 
The States have always assumed the primary r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
f o r p u b l i c education. That t r a d i t i o n i n my judgment i s very sound 
and Ohio State U n i v e r s i t y and my alma mater, the U n i v e r s i t y of 
Michigan are e x c e l l e n t examples. But thre i s now too much confusion 
about which l e v e l of Government i s to p l a y which r o l e i n post-
secondary education. 
I am d i r e c t i n g the r e s p o n s i b l e agencies of the F e d e r a l Govern-
ment to make a new e v a l u a t i o n of where we are, where we want to go, 
and where we can reasonably expect to be f i v e years from now. 
Discussions w i l l be held w i t h Governors, State l e g i s l a t o r s , 
academic l e a d e r s , Federal o f f i c i a l s , and the consumers of education. 
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Our goal of q u a l i t y education i s on a c o l l i s i o n course w i t h 
the e s c a l a t i n g demands f o r the p u b l i c d o l l a r . Everyone must have 
a c l e a r e r understanding and a c l e a r agreement on who i s respon-
s i b l e f o r the s p e c i f i c aspects of d i r e c t i o n and the f i n a n c i n g of 
a c o l l e g e education. 
Often times our Federal Government t r i e s to do too much and 
unf o r t u n a t e l y achieves too l i t t l e . There are, f o r example, approx-
imately 380 separate Federal educational programs beyond the high 
school l e v e l , some d u p l i c a t i n g o t h e r s , administered by some 50 
separate Executive agencies. The r e s u l t i n e v i t a b l y i s a bureauc-
racy t h a t o f t e n provides garbled g u i d e l i n e s instead of t a u t l i f e -
l i n e s to good and a v a i l a b l e jobs. 
But l e t us look f o r a moment behond the campus and beyond 
Washington. 
In 1972, I was fortunate to v i s i t the People's Republic of 
China. With four times the population of the United S t a t e s , a 
nation growing at the r a t e of two New York C i t i e s every 12 months, 
that vast n a t i o n i s making very s i g n i f i c a n t t e c h n o l o g i c a l progress. 
From a personal observation as w e l l as by records, you can see the 
Chinese p r o d u c t i v i t y i s gaining momentum, and the m a j o r i t y of the 
Chinese on the mainland today are young people, h i g h l y motivated, 
extremely w e l l d i s c i p l i n e d . 
As f e l l o w human beings, we c e l e b r a t e the r i s i n g c a p a c i t i e s 
of the Chinese n a t i o n , a people w i t h a f i r m b e l i e f i n t h e i r own 
de s t i n y . 
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However, as Americans, motivated by f r e e competition, we see 
a d i s t a n t challenge. And I b e l i e v e a l l Americans welcome that 
challenge. 
We must compete i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y not only to maintain the b a l -
ance of trade i n our standard of l i v i n g but to o f f e r to the world's 
impoverished examples and o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r a b e t t e r l i f e . We 
should do t h a t f o r humane and f o r perhaps even s e l f - i n t e r e s t . 
Let t h i s peaceful competition, however, animate the l a s t 
quarter of the twentieth century. And I am c o n f i d e n t t h a t Amer-
i c a ' s youth w i l l make the d i f f e r e n c e . You are America's g r e a t e s t 
untapped source of energy. But energy unused i s energy wasted. 
I t i s my judgment that we must make ex t r a o r d i n a r y e f f o r t s to 
apply our know-how, our c a p i t a l , our technology, and our human r e -
sources t o increase p r o d u c t i v i t y at a f a s t e r r a t e . Unfortunately, 
i n f l a t i o n i s c r e a t i n g a n a t i o n a l s t a t e of p u b l i c a n x i e t y . Produc-
t i v i t y , yours as w e l l as mine, must improve i f we are to have l e s s 
of an i n f l a t i o n a r y economy. In the long-run, i t i s the only way 
that we can r a i s e wages without i n f l a t i o n a r y p r i c e increases. I t 
i s e s s e n t i a l i n c r e a t i n g new jobs and i n c r e a s i n g r e a l wages. In 
a growing economy, every one, l a b o r , management and the consumer, 
wins when p r o d u c t i v i t y expands. 
At t h i s very moment of America's h i s t o r y , we have the knowl-
edge and the m a t e r i a l resources t o do almost anything that any one 
of us, or a l l of us c o l l e c t i v e l y , can imagine. We can explore the 
depth of the ocean. We can put a man on the moon. We can reach 
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But great problems confront us here on earth. To face these 
problems, we need even more than technology, we need more than 
programs. We need a b e l i e f i n ourselves. We need the w i l l , the 
d e d i c a t i o n , the d i s c i p l i n e t o take a c t i o n . 
Let us take a new look at ourselves as Americans. Let us 
draw from every resource a v a i l a b l e . Let us seek a r e a l partner-
ship between the academic community and the r e s t of our s o c i e t y . 
Let us a s p i r e t o excellence i n every aspect of our n a t i o n a l l i f e . 
Now, may I c l o s e w i t h a word between f r i e n d s ? Sometimes deep 
f e e l i n g s can get l o s t i n words. I don't want t h a t to happen here 
today. And so I would l i k e to share w i t h you something that I 
f e e l very deeply: The world i s not a l o n e l y p lace. There i s l i g h t 
and l i f e and love enough f o r a l l of us. And I ask you, and a l l 
Americans, to reach out to j o i n hands w i t h me—and together we 
w i l l seek i t out. 
Thank you very much. 
END 
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